CLSM / CIVIC LITERACY | STUDENT PRACTICE
Supreme Court & Rights

Name Date

@ Recall, then make a connection.

Start from memory. Write a meaning or quick example for each term.

equal protection right to counsel implementation

Explain why equal protection and the right to counsel concern different rights. What implementation evidence would
help evaluate whether a legal decision changed people's practical access?

Context for the task

The Supreme Court can protect rights by interpreting constitutional provisions and reviewing government action in
cases within its authority. Its decisions can also change earlier interpretations. A thoughtful assessment asks what right
was at issue, what government action was challenged, what the Court held, and what evidence shows about
implementation. Naming a famous case is only the beginning of the analysis.

2 Organize the records.

Keep the case files separate
Use the historical summaries in the briefing.

Match each record to the case it concerns.

A. Brown v. Board of Education B. Gideon v. Wainwright

Write the category letter beside each record.
1. State-sanctioned racial segregation in public education.

2. A 1954 holding that this school segregation violated the Fourteenth Amendment.

3.___ Anindigent defendant's request for appointed counsel in a state felony prosecution.
4. A 1963 holding connecting the fundamental right to counsel with a fair trial.
5

.____ A 1955 follow-up decision addressing school-desegregation implementation.
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Evidence, application & transfer.

@ Read the evidence closely.

What would assess practical access to counsel?

A fictional research question asks whether a jurisdiction implemented the counsel protection discussed in Gideon for
the relevant cases. Do not use real defendant information.

Select every kind of public, privacy-protecting evidence relevant to that question.

A. Aggregate records showing appointment of counsel in the relevant category of cases.

B. Official reports about access barriers and the functioning of the appointed-counsel system.

C. A published court mission statement promising fairness without appointment or access records.
D. A school enroliment report unrelated to criminal representation.

Selections: Explain your reasoning:

4 Apply the idea.
Choose an evidence-based assessment
A student must assess the government's effectiveness in protecting rights using these cases.
Which approach is strongest?
A. Explain the legal protection, examine implementation evidence, and identify both changes and remaining barriers.
B. Assume a favorable ruling alone proves perfect equality in every setting.
C. Assume any remaining barrier proves that the legal protection has no effect.

My choice: Explain why it fits:

@ Carry the idea forward.

Write an assessment comparing Brown and Gideon. Identify the right and government action in each, explain why a
ruling matters, and name evidence needed to evaluate whether people could use the protection in practice.
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